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SOME SAY SPIRIT IS ALIVE AND WELL, OTHERS SAY IT’S DEAD
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By ELLEN DUFFER
Staff Writer

Students at Mason High School aren't as
enthusiastic or spirited as outsiders might
believe.  Pep rallies thunder with our screams
and hallways burst with green and white, but our
normal actions do not reflect much school spirit. 

When the Comet planners arrived weeks late,
I did not switch my assignments to the shiny new
book.  I continue to use my Tiger planner without
a second thought that it was supposed to have a
comet. Glancing at students as they jot down
their work, I notice that many of them haven't
switched planners either. While the newer plan-
ners may have a nicer cover and the year's
sports schedule, they're both planners.

Last year, as I waited to be released from the
normal routine to the homecoming pep rally,
murmurs of early dismissal plans were prevalent.
To some, it seemed silly to sit in the crowded
Middle School auditorium for two hours when
they could be participating in something they
truly enjoyed (or just getting homework out of the
way).  Many students were excused from the
remainder of school, leaving the rest of us to file
into the plastic bleachers.

As I watched students lobbing dodge balls
heavily at each other a couple of weeks ago, I
wished that I was doing something else.  I kept
making lists in my head of what I could be doing-
-reading for history, writing papers, sleeping, and
a number of other tasks crying out for my atten-
tion.

This year, attempting to foil plans of possible
skipping, the administration changed the assem-
bly schedule: the rally was conducted in the mid-
dle of the school day. Some still managed to
evade the peppiness, but I couldn't bring myself
to miss my last two classes.  The pep rallies are
supposed to get us excited about the Comets
and bring us together corporately, but we often
view them as merely a relief from class.

"Classes are 40 minutes on Friday," my
English teacher told us before the festivities
occurred two weeks ago.  Immediately I thought
shorter classes equals less learning, since my
brain likes a break every so often from the piles
of homework and mounds of tests I receive daily.
Because I was enthused about my brief
respite, not an ounce of me stopped to
consider why hundreds of students
were packed into the arena in the
first place: school spirit.

Devised for the purpose of creat-
ing a community of spirit is, of
course, Spirit Week.  Plenty of
kids participate in the entertaining
dose of creativity, wearing hilari-
ous costumes, wigs, etc. that I
love to gawk and laugh at while I
maneuver the halls. But, it is more
than an excuse for us to dress in
outrageous outfits; after all, you don't
have to be spirited to adorn yourself in
the garb of Flavor Flav or McLovin.

One particular day of Spirit Week,
"Spirit Day," is attributed to the home-
coming football game, which is attend-
ed by a large portion of the school.
Attendance at other games, according
to various peers of mine, is sparse.
Sure, there are those like me who
don't enjoy watching sports; but, many
still go to the games to socialize. Let's
appreciate that games and assem-
blies are created for us to let loose
and have fun.

I must admit, I find myself at the end
of lunch wanting to teasingly shout, "Go Oak
Hills!" in Mr. Keeton's microphone.  A joke like
that would probably make a few students angry,
but the majority that heard it would possibly
laugh. I see school events as a time merely for
talking, laughing, and having fun--things not
related to showing school spirit. 

By SAMANTHA STULEN
Staff Writer

BLEED GREEN. 
Does "bleeding green" exactly entail students lit-

erally dropping like flies in the hallway gushing
kelly green tinted blood? 

I will be the first one to answer that--no.
Go to any football game and the evidence of this

so called "green blood" is there. Topless men with
hand painted messages on their abs are a prime
example of the love shared for our school. Maybe
MHS has lost a game . . . or two . . . or several,
but students still attend to support the team along
with having a good time with friends.

When I go, there is just a certain air about the
stadium. It's the crush of fans coming together to
sit down and watch a football game. It jacks me
up just to see people packing the stands. I love
watching with my fellow students in our special
section. I don't care if you like our football team or
not, but the sea of students makes you want to
join right in. Screaming at the top of your lungs
and being hoarse the next day is one of those
painful side effects.                                                  

I like wearing Mason shirts, whether it's out in
public at Kroger's or at the movies, or even just
sitting at home completing my homework. I feel
like I am a part of something that is much bigger
than myself, which is what I call school spirit. By
wearing a shirt with an astronomical object on it, I
carry my school wherever I go.

We shouldn't have one week devoted to spirit--
we should have spirit all year. Spirit cannot be
manufactured; it is within our hallways, auditori-
um, cafeteria, basketball courts, and soccer
stands. For those of you who say 'no one dressed
up for Decades Day. We have no spirit at our
school' I ask does dressing up as a hippie from
the 70's show our love for the Comets? 

Spirit presents itself at Volley for the Cure. Spirit
comes out at the Homecoming Game. Spirit
comes out at every event that gets the student
body involved.  

Being an athlete, nothing gets the adrenaline
going or the team pumped more than when a
coach tells the team, "Mason is the most sought
after team. We will dominate." There is no possi-
ble word that describes the sensation you have

tingling inside of you knowing you want a
match, game, or tournament for you,

your team, and your school. Not only
do you raise the bar for your team,
but for MHS. You help Mason get
to the top of the totem pole in the
Greater Miami Conference. 

Band in itself is a whole other
side of the school. It is made up
of top-ranked individuals, which
is clear when you walk by their
trophy case. Going to multiple

competitions no doubt can be
exhilarating, but how many of us

can say that we have really present-
ed our school in that manner multiple

times.
School spirit is not all about athlet-

ics and extracurricular activities.
Mason's scholastic achievements
also represent another factor that
contributes to school spirit. 
If we did not have school spirit, we

would not be cranking out those
great SAT/ ACT scores or National
Merit awards. Andrea Sohn, Class
of 2007, was the first student at

MHS accepted to Yale. Bobby Yu, Class of 2006
was the first MHS student to be accepted into
Harvard.  Accomplishments of that kind further
reflect the pride in our school. 

People do not have to wear green and white
garb to show school spirit. Rather, I think it can be
found in who we are and reflecting where we
come from. Whether we dress up for Spirit Week
or wear the craziest get-ups at the games, we
bleed green everyday. 

School spirit 
is dead

School spirit 
is alive

By DUNCAN FISCHELY
Staff Writer

Tailgating, cheering for your team, and
dancing to the drumline--each evi-

dence of school spirit: The
question is . . . do we have

it? Mason does everything
to get kids pumped up for
football and other sport-
ing events. The touch-
down club organizes raf-
fles. Student
Government gets
Homecoming and Spirit
Week ready. In short,

Mason does all that is in
its power to rev up the

enthusiasm in our school to
get students to support the

green and white.
Assistant Principal Tim

Keeton encourages these
events with the hope that
kids will participate more.
He believes that showing
support for the school's
activities, whether sport or
non-sport, is the true mean-
ing behind spirit. 

"Compared to other
schools, I think that Mason
has school spirit,” Keeton
said. “Even with the foot-

ball's losing record, I still see the stands
pack[ed] with kids.”

Football isn't the only sport being
played. Golf, soccer, tennis, cross coun-
try--all of the other sports that are not as
publicized as football, don't fill the
stands the same way. Even with tennis,

golf, and cross country going to the state
competitions this year, students still leave
them out of the loop.

"I have been to golf  and tennis, but I
don't think that they get as much
support as the other popular
sports like football or basket-
ball," Keeton said.

The administration may
feel that MHS has school
spirit, but not all the stu-
dents do. Sophomore
Devin Elfers feels that
Mason pride has died.
His version of spirit is
that you should have
pride in your school, no
matter what happens.

"Of course we don't have
spirit--we booed at our foot-
ball team during homecoming.
That is when we should be
cheering the most," Elfers
said.

Dressing up during home-
coming week is a tradition at
Mason to voice your pride, to
"bleed green." Elfers’ opinion
of Spirit Week is more critical
than that of the other students.

"The only time any one is
spirited is on Spirit Week, [and] even
then they are hypocritical. You can't say
that you have pride for your school after
you boo the football team," Elfers said.

Even though Keeton and Elfers have
two different ideas on what spirit is, they
do not voice the opinions of every stu-
dent and faculty member out there. The
question still remains. Do we have spirit?
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Is this school
spirit?

or is this?

“People really cheer
at the games. There
are people pumped
up and it just makes

the school a 
better place.”

Roman Backscheider
Freshman
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"[Students] booed the
football team at the
pep rally, and that's
pretty bad.  At the
game, most of the

people don't even pay
attention: they all just
kind of sit under the

bleachers." 
Brandon Brewer

Junior

Sides split on spirit debate


