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Sophomore Spencer Hewes’
record-breaking time in the
100 yard breaststroke. Hewes’
time was good enough to
break the FAVC and school
record. See story page 14.

Pittman will play soccer at
Alabama A&M

Juillerat commits to Bowling
Green State Univesity

Thompson signs to play 
soccer at Louisville

SPORTS
Shorts

Senior Maddie Pitman
has signed a national
letter of intent to play
soccer for the Alabama
A&M Bulldogs.
Pittman was selected
as second team all
conference and was a
four year varsity starter
for the Comets.

Comet senior Faith
Juillerat has signed a
national letter of intent
to play soccer at
Bowling Green State
University.  Juillerat
was second in the Fort
Ancient Valley
Conference this past
season with 38 points. 

Senior Ashley
Thompson committed
to play soccer for the
University of Louisville
this fall. Thompson
tied for seventh in the
Fort Ancient Valley
Conference and was
first team Fort Ancient Valley
Conference this past season. 

Current varsity basketball assistant
coach Casey Popplewell once played
for his father,
Mason guid-
ance coun-
selor Gary
Popplewell,
as a part of
the 1990 and
1991 Fort
Ancient
Valley
Conference
champi-
onship bas-
ketball team. 

Pittman

Juillerat

Thompson

Senior Katie
O’Connor helped lead

the Lady Comets to a
winning season. See
story page 17.

Junior Chase Conn and the
varsity boy’s basketball
team clenched the FAVC
title as they look to win their
first district title. See story
page 17.

BY DREW ALLEN

Chronicle Sports Writer

DJ Bucher, a 2004 graduate
of Mason High School,
recently won a spot on the
United States Men's
Gymnastics Team. After fin-
ishing first at the National
Championship in Indianapolis,
he won the right to represent
the team in the parallel bars

event. 
A three-time All American at The Ohio State

University, Bucher placed first with a score of
18.425. He also placed fourth with a score of
17.5 in the pommel horse event and seventh
with a score of 17.4 on the rings. 

After graduating from Mason and qualifying
for the Junior Olympic Team and Senior
National team, Bucher continued his gymnas-
tics career at Ohio State, where he immediately
made an impact on the program. He won a Big
Ten Championship on the parallel bars and set

an OSU record in his first collegiate meet at the
Windy City Invitational where he scored a point
total of 9.85 on the parallel bars, which is the
Ohio State record. 

Bucher competed in 11 meets for Ohio State
as a freshman and  also was the only freshman
in Buckeye history to garner All American hon-
ors in three separate events. 

He continues to contribute to the gymnastics
program this season, as the Buckeyes continue
their dominance as the second ranked team in
the country. 

MHS graduate makes men’s national gymnastic team

Bucher

BY MATT SCRUTA

Chronicle Sports Writer

Only a decade ago, Mason was a town
built upon rural principles.  Sprawling corn
and soy bean fields stretched for miles.
High school musicals were held in the old
basketball gym, and Mason-Montgomery
Road was only two lanes.     

Fast forward to present day.
Agriculture is no longer in Mason,

Ohio.  Farmland is replaced by sub-
urban sprawl and shopping cen-
ters, and Mason-Montgomery
Road is now a four-lane pipeline
for the dense traffic in Mason.
The school system has grown in
size and quality, and the athletic
program has progressed with it.
More and more athletic opportu-
nities have been offered as the
population has increased.  In just
ten years, Mason  has transformed
from a small town contender to the
brink of Division I dominance.

Boys and girls swimming have
gone from jesters of the Fort
Ancient Valley Conference to con-
ference sovereignty in a matter of
three years.  This season further
secured their ranks with the elite.
The boys dominated the FAVC all
season long in duels, and the confer-
ence meet was an exclamation point
on their terrific season.  As a team,
the boys secured eleven of the twelve
spots on the all-conference first team.
Coach Mark Sullivan was FAVC
coach of the year, while Spencer
Hewes and Mike Whipkey were
conference swimmers of the year. 

The girls were also impressive, winning their conference
championship for the third consecutive year.

Although the girls did not have the most dominant
season in the conference, they hung with the elite
all season long and raced their best when it was

most important: at the conference meet.  They fin-
ished ahead of the favored Anderson Redskins to
defend their championship. 

Boys basketball has lived by the old cliché "offense
sells tickets, defense wins championships.”  They

have thrived by playing suffocating defense and
compiled a conference record of 13-1, on the

cusp of a second consecutive conference
championship.  The extent of the greatness
of the Comet “D” was evident in a late
January match up with non-conference rival
Lakota East.  Boasting wunderkind guard

James Dews, the Thunderhawks expected to
feed the ball to their star who averages 27.6
points per game.  Instead, the Comets held
Dews to 20 points and five turnovers on 38
percent shooting in a 53-43 Comet victory.
In the second week of the post season boys

swimming captured second place at the District
meet behind Cincinnati St. Xavier. The boys will
send Scott Sargent, the first MHS diver to state
along with individuals Spencer Hewes, Michael
Whipkey, and Brad Langford. The three relays
have also qualified for the state tournament. 

The girls will join them in Canton for the state
meet. Seniors Sarah Griffiths and freshman Mary
Wunderle qualified individually as well as the

freestyle and medley relays. 
The boy's basketball team finished their regular

season 18-2 after defeating Milford 59-53 in overtime.
With only two losses on the season, the Comets  were

among the elite Divsion I teams in Cincinnati. 
After the boy’s basketball and swimming teams
won their second consecutive FAVC title, they
look to continue their dominance into the post
season.
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Swimmers, boys basketball repeat as conference champs

Pictured: Stand out swimmers Amy Bland, Michael
Whipkey and basketball player Tyler Lyon bask in the
glow of their FAVC championship. 


